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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


No  applications  for  membership  were  received  since  the  last  report. 
Any  members  needing  material  for  recruiting  are  urged  to  write  to  the 
Membership  Chairman  requesting  same. 


HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  AWARDED  TO  CHARLES  K.  PANISH 


The  Board  of  Governors  has  awarded  an  Honorary  Life  Membership  to 
Charles  K.  Panish  in  recognition  of  his  many  years  of  service  to  Numis- 
matics International  and  for  his  performance  as  Chairman  of  the  NI 
Attribution  Service. 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


There  have  been  no  donations  of  new  books  to  the  Library  in  the  past 
several  months.  We  hope  that  this  is  only  indicative  of  the  summer 
doldrums  and  not  a portent  of  things  to  come  for  the  Library  needs  to 
keep  current  and  can  only  do  so  by  the  support  of  its  members.  We  are 
aware  that  there  no  longer  seems  to  be  a tax  incentive  but  even  so 
there  must  be  material  on  your  shelves  that  you  would  be  willing  to 
part  with  just  for  knowing  that  in  doing  so  you  will  be  helping  some- 
one else.  Please  keep  us  in  mind. 

The  Library  would,  however,  like  to  thank  both  Ran  Zander  and  E.  D. 
King  for  their  donation  of  numismatic  material  to  NI. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 

********************************************************************** 
GOLD  AUREUS  OF  MARK  ANTONY'S  ONLY  SON,  MARCUS  ANTONIUS 


Mark  Antony,  the  Roman  Triumvir,  had  a son  by 
his  second  wife  Fulvia.  This  child  was  also 
named  Marcus  Antonius,  as  he  was  the  only  son 
of  the  senior  Marcus  Antonius.  The  younger 
Mark  Antony  was  not  yet  invested  with  the  Toga 
Virilis  , the  formal  celebration  of  becoming  a 
man,  until  after  the  fatal  day  of  Actium,  and 
his  father's  subsequent  suicide.  Even  so,  the 
younq  man  was  put  to  death  by  order  of  Octavianus  at  the  foot  of 
Caesar's  statue  in  Egypt  on  April  30,  B.C.  31.  However,  a gold  aureus 
had  already  been  minted  at  Rome  with  this  young  man's  portrait  and  the 
inscription  "M  ANTONIVS  MF". 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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'Member  Shares  Ordering  Info  on  MEXICAN  UNC.  SETS  with  us, 

Mrs.  R.J.  Ross  of  Phoenix  Arizona  has  sent  us  a letter  from  the  Banco 
de  Mexico  with  ordering  instructions,  prices  for  1980  thru  1986  UNC. 
SETS  for  those  wishing  to  order. 

" BANCO  de  MEXICO 

Mexico  City,  July  1987 

"We  are  pleased  to  inform  you  that  we  have  available  Uncirculated  Sets 
of  1980,  1981,  1982,  1983,  1984,1985  and  1986  Mexican  coins: 


PRICE:  Dollars  US 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

U.S.  & Central  America 

$19 

17 

18 

16 

17 

15 

15 

Europe  and  South  America 

20 

18 

19 

17 

18 

16 

16 

Asian  and  other  Countries 

21 

19 

20 

18 

19 

17 

17 

These  prices  include  shipping  charges  and 

insurance. 

The 

sets  are  made 

up  of  cupro-nickel  and  other  metals,  coins 

are 

in  the 

following 

deno- 

inations : 
1980  Set: 

1931  Set: 

1982  Set: 

1983  Set: 

1984  Set: 

1985  Set: 


1986  Set: 


One  each  of  the  20,10  & 5-pesos  pieces;  two  one-peso  pieces; 
two  50  centavo  pieces:  and  one  each  of  the  20  & 10  centavo. 

One  each  of  the  20,10  & 5-peso  pieces;  two  one-peso  pieces: 
& two  pieces  each  of  the  50  & 20  centavo,  respectively. 

One  50-peso  piece;  one  each  of  the  20,10,5  & one  pesos;  and 
one  each  of  the  50-  and  20-centavo  coins. 

One  50  peso;  two  each  of  the  one  peso,  .50  cent  piece;  and 
same  for  the. 20  centavo  coins. 

One  each  of  the  100-peso  & 50-peso  pieces;  two  50  pesos;  and 
one  each  of  the  20,5  & one  pesos;  and  20  centavos. 

Two  200-peso  pieces,  commemorating  the  175th  Anniversary  of 
the  Mexican  Independence  and  75th  Anniv.  of  Mexican  Revolu- 
tion, respectively;  two  100-peso  pieces:  two  50  peso  coins; 
one  20  pesos;  & two  10  pesos;  two  5-peso  coins  &one  peso. 

One  500-peso  & 200-peso  piece,  commemorating  the  Football 
World  Cup;  a single  100-peso  piece,  as  well  as  one  each  of 
the  20  pesos,  10  and  one  pesos. 


Shipment  of  One  to  Ten  Sets  will  be  made  upon  receipt  of  a BANK  DRAFT 
in  the  EXACT  AMOUNT  specified,  made  out  to  the  BANCO  DE  MEXICO,  and 
drawn  on  a bank  in  Mexico  City.  Orders  should  be  sent  to:  BANCO  DE 
MEXICO,  Ofioina  de  Colecoion  Numismatica  (J13)3  Apartado  98  Bis 3 Col . 
Central 3 06059  MEXICO,  D.F.,  MEXICO. 

The  Banco  de  Mexico  SHALL  NOT  BE  RESPONSIBLE  if  the  postal  or  customs 
authorities  of  any  country  in  question  attempts  to  collect  additional 
charges  on  any  particular  shipment  because  of  contents.  " 

Very  Truly  yours,  / s / AMADE0  NARVAES  GOMEZ 

(Jefe,  Ofieina,  de  ColecciCn  Numismatiea,  BANCO  DE  MEXICO. 

( Thanks  to  NI  Member 3 Mrs.  R.J.  Ross  for  sharing  this  info  with  us.) 
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NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS: 

THE  SECOND  ITALIAN 
CAMPAIGN 

David  Block , Gainesville , Florida , NI  # 894 
Copyright  1987 

(Ed.  This  is  the  third  of  a series  on  NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS.  The  first 
of  the  series  appeared  in  the  October,  1985  (pp.  293^-303)  issue  and 
the  second  in  the  May,  1987  (pp,  107*114)  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETINS. 

While  General  Bonaparte  was  waging  his  Egyptian  Campaign  the  directors 
were  changing  France.  The  conference  with  Austria  in  Rastadt  to  ar- 
range details  left  unsettled  by  the  Treaty  of  Campo  Formio  had  ended 
with  the  murder  of  two  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries;  the  third  es- 
caped the  ambush.  French  armies  converted  the  Papal  States  into  the 
Roman  Republic  and  south  Italy  into  the  Parthenopean  Republic. 

A coalition  against  France  was  formed  by  England,  Austria,  the  Kingdom 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  Portugal,  Turkey  and  Russia.  An  Austro-Russian 
army  under  Suvorov  invaded  northern  Italy  and  defeated  the  French 
forces  there,  forcing  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  from  Naples  and 
Rome.  Because  of  rivalry  between  the  Austrians  and  Russians,  the 
French  General  Massena  was  able  to  defeat  the  Russians  in  Switzerland, 
at  which  point  Suvorov  took  what  remained  of  his  Russians  and  went  home 
to  Russia.  The  Austrians,  however,  managed  to  trap  Massena  and  half 
his  troops  in  Genoa,  where  they  were  besieged. 

Only  ten  days  after  Bonaparte  landed  at  Frejus  ( returning  from  Egypt) 
French  forces  had  compelled  the  British  to  withdraw  their  troops  from 
the  Anglo-Russian  army  operating  in  the  Netherlands,  resulting  in  the 
withdrawal  by  Paul  of  Russia  from  the  Second  Coalition. 

An  Austrian  army  in  Germany  was  advancing  toward  France,  fighting  a- 
gainst  a strong  defense  by  General  Moreau.  A second  Austrian  army 
threatened  southern  France  from  north  Italy. 

The  message  Joseph  had  sent  to  Napoleon,  which  brought  him  back  to 
France,  dealt  mainly  with  the  internal  state  of  the  country.  The  leg- 
islators were  fighting  with  the  directors,  the  civil  war  had  become 
more  violent  in  northwest  France,  the  financial  situation  was  desperate 
A third-rate  political  theorist,  Sieyes,  had  been  elected  Director 
(May,  1799)  and  was  planning  to  overthrow  the  government.  He  had  the 
support  of  two  of  the  four  other  directors,  Roger  Ducos  and  Paul  Barras 

Although  the  war  with  Austria  demanded  attention,  domestic  matters  had 
first  to  be  dealt  with.  General  Bonaparte  joined  forces  with  Director 
Sieyes,  bringing  with  him  the  backing  of  most  of  the  generals  and  the 
armies.  He  was  able  to  gain  the  support  of  Talleyrand  (who  had  been 
relieved  of  his  position  as  foreign  minister  the  previous  July  in 
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connection  with  the  bribe  of  $250,000  requested  from  the  American  dip- 
lomats in  Paris  to  settle  our  war  with  France,  the  XYZ  plot)  and  Fouche 
(head  of  the  police  and  always  looking  to  the  main  chance).  The  legis- 
lators made  up  two  houses;  the  Council  of  Ancients  (senate)  and  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  (representatives) . The  latter,  although  many 
of  them  didn't  support  Napoleon,  had  Lucien  Bonaparte  as  President, 
while  the  former  were  anti -directorate . On  the  17th  of  Brumaire  the 
Ancients  were  conned  into  calling  a meeting  of  the  Councils  at  Saint 
Cloud  the  next  day,  outside  of  Paris  and  away  from  the  influence  of 
the  mob.  The  excuse  was  national  security,  and  General  Bonaparte  was 
put  in  charge  of  security.  Talk  about  foxes  guarding  hen  houses! 

A stormy  and  dramatic  confrontation  took  place  at  Saint  Cloud.  The 
report  in  "Le  Moniteur"  of  what  took  place  there  on  the  18th  of  Bru- 
maire (9  November  1799)  is  too  extensive  to  print  here,  but  it  result- 
ed in  General  Bonaparte's  appointment  as  First  Consul,  chief  magistrate 
of  France.  Sieyes  became  Second  Consul  and  Ducos  Third,  but  their 
positions  were  only  temporary;  after  a new  constitution  was  drawn  up 
they  retired  from  politics. 

BRAMSEN  57.  THE  EIGHTEENTH  OF  BRUMAIRE  (61mm) 


This  rather  peaceful  medal  is  another  medal  lie  cliche.  On  the  obverse 
the  rising  sun  dissipates  the  clouds  over  a tranquil  sea.  It  shows  the 
hoped-for  effect  of  the  rule  of  First  Consul  Bonaparte. 

The  obverse  of  Bramsen  57  duplicates  Bramsen  1,  The  reverse  is  an 
inscription  in  a wreath:  "To  the  citizens  of  Gard  who  died  for  the 

fatherland,  14  July  1800.  First  Consul  Bonaparte,  Second  and  Third 
Consuls  Cambaceres  and  Lebrun.  Minister  of  the  Interior  L,  Bonaparte. 
Prefect  of  Gard  J.  B,  Dubois."  This  medal  was  apparently  struck  for 
14  July  1800.  Bramsen  called  his  uniface  example  of  #1  a cliche.  It 
appears  to  be  unique.  Hennin  informs  us  that  some  proofs  in  silver  of 
Bramsen  57  bear  the  engraved  inscription  "Mercie  a Lyon",  telling  us 
that  Mercie  of  Lyon  was  the  artist. 
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Once  the  First  Consul  had  his  government  organized  he  was  able  to  deal 
with  the  Austrians.  General  Moreau  was  commanding  the  French  troops 
opposing  the  Austrians  in  Germany  and  refused  to  use  the  attack  plans 
Bonaparte  gave  him  (and  was  perhaps  too  old-fashioned  to  understand 
them).  From  the  need  to  try  something  else  was  born  the  audacious  de- 
cision to  form  a secret  army  and  carry  it  across  the  Alps  to  cut  the 
supply  lines  of  the  Austrian  army  which  had  reached  across  north  Italy 
to  Nice  in  its  thrust  to  invade  south  France  and  support  the  royalists 
there.  Melas,  the  Austrian  commander,  had  halted  his  advance  until 
Massena  and  the  remnant  of  his  French  army,  besieged  in  Genoa,  would 
surrender.  First  Consul  Bonaparte  crossed  the  Saint  Bernard  Pass  with 
an  army  of  40,000;  in  addition  a detachment  of  11,500  from  General 
Moreau's  army  came  through  the  Saint  Gotthard  Pass.  Small  diversion- 
ary forces  attacked  from  Mount  Cenis,  the  Simplon  Pass,  and  the 
Spleugen  Pass,  effectively  confusing  the  Austrians. 

BRAMSEN  37.  THE  ARMY  CROSSES  THE  ST.  BERNARD/THE  BATTLE  OF  MARENGO  (40mm) 


This  original  design  shows  the  expedient  used  to  get  cannon  across  the 
Alps;  the  dismounted  cannon  were  placed  in  hollowed-out  logs  and  drag- 
ged across.  Contrary  to  the  picture,  however,  the  cannon  were  dragged 
by  mules  or  men.  Dubois  created  the  die,  directed  by  Denon.  The  re- 
verse shows  the  result  of  the  Battle  of  Marengo.  The  eleven  keys  on  a 
ring  symbolize  the  eleven  fortresses  surrendered  to  the  French,  assur- 
ing French  control  of  north  Italy. 

BRAMSEN  38.  THE  BATTLE  OF  MARENGO  (50  mm) 
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The  obverse  portrait  of  First  Consul  Bonaparte  was  done  by  Brenet  (sig- 
nature on  the  truncation  of  the  bust),  but  the  border  is  signed  by  H. 
Auguste  (in  the  field),  suggesting  that  originally  the  medal  had  been 
intended  to  be  smaller.  The  reverse  bears  a quotation  attributed  to 
the  First  Consul  3 "The  First  Consul,  commanding  the  Army  of  Reserve: 
Remember,  boys,  that  I am  accustomed  to  sleep  on  the  field  of  battle." 
Rose  suggests  that  the  General's  sleeping  habits  could  hardly  be  count- 
ed on  to  make  his  soldiers  fight  more  fiercely.  According  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Year  Eight  the  First  Consul  could  not  command  troops: 
this  was  Napoleon's  first  violation  of  the  constitution  he  had  given  the 
French  in  the  previous  December.  Before  the  battle  it  had  been  stated 
that  General  Berthier  was  commanding  this  army,  so  the  medal  had  to 
clear  that  up. 

Although  the  battle  began  badly,  success  was  pulled  from  defeat  when 
General  Desaix's  troops  stopped  the  advance  of  the  Austrian  columns  and 
General  Kellermann's  cavalry  charged  and  demolished  them.  The  Austrians 
were  happy  to  renounce  their  designs  on  the  Piedmont  and  southern  France 
and  to  be  allowed  to  retire  to  the  Venetian  territory  which  had  been 
given  them  by  the  Treaty  of  Campo  Formio.  Napoleon  returned  through 
Lyon  to  Paris. 


BRAMSEN  42.  THE  CISALPINE  REPUBLIC  RESTORED  (52  mm) 


The  official  portrait  has  not  yet  been  established;  Lavy's  version  may 
be  compared  with  that  of  Brenet  above  and  that  of  Manfredini  below. 

Latin  inscriptions  were  used  on  medals  from  Italy,  although  almost  every 
medal  from  the  Paris  mint  discarded  the  traditional  language  of  medals 
for  French.  The  reverse  relates  that  twelve  high  fortified  cities  were 
forced  to  surrender  on  the  same  day.  Hercules  (who  has  carelessly  let 
his  lion  skin  fall  to  the  ground)  is  raising  Italy  to  her  feet.  The 
Cisalpine  Republic  was  renamed  the  Italian  Republic  and  Bonaparte  be- 
came its  president 

Although  most  of  Napoleon's  Italian  medals  came  from  the  mint  in  Milan, 
this  one  may  have  come  from  Turin,  since  Lavy  was  a medallist  there. 

The  design  for  the  reverse  was  drawn  by  Appiani . Apparently  the  dies 
were  lost;  Tiolier  cut  new  hubs,  which  are  almost  an  exact  copy  and 
which  are  the  only  ones  which  have  been  used  by  the  Paris  Mint.  The 
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illustrated  example,  from  the  De  Nicola  collection,  was  made  from  one 
set  of  the  Italian  dies. 

One  of  the  problems  of  war  is  what  to  do  with  the  corpses.  Paramount 
after  Marengo  was  the  body  of  General  Desaix,  for  that  unfortunate 
general  had  been  killed  when  his  troops  engaged  the  Austrians. 

Bonaparte  respected  three  other  French  generals,  Moreau,  Kleber  and 
Desaix,  but  of  the  three  he  liked  only  Desaix.  He  sent  the  following 
letter  to  Desaix  during  the  Egyptian  Campaign,  quite  unlike  his  corres- 
pondence with  his  other  generals: 


"Headquarters , Gaza,  27  February  1799 

I haven't  received  any  of  your  letters,  Citizen  General,  for  more  than 
forty  days,  except  indrectly  from  the  commandants  of  Cairo  and  Beny- 
Soueyf.  We  are,  I think,  nearly  three  hundred  leagues  apart.  The 
staff  will  have  let  you  know  about  the  military  actions  which  have 
taken  place  here.  We  have  crossed  seventy  leagues  of  desert,  which  has 
been , extremely  tiring;  brackish  water,  often  none  at  all.  We  have  eaten 
dogs,  asses,  and  camels.  For  three  days  we  have  had  a terrible  wind  and 
the  rain  has  been  pouring  down;  the  sky  is  overcast;  the  climate  is  like 
Paris.  The  citrus  groves,  the  forests  of  olives,  the  roughness  of  the 
terrain  resembles  the  landscape  of  Languedoc;  one  would  think  he  was  on 
the  coast  of  Beziers.  We  found  more  than  thirty  thousand  of  gunpowder 
and  a great  quantity  of  bullets  of  every  calibre.  We  leave  tomorrow  for 
Jaffa.  The  Mamelukes  and  Ibrahim-Bey  have  taken  refuge  in  the  mountains 
of  Naplouse. 

I impatiently  await  your  news. 


Bonaparte" 

BRAMSEN  44.  THE  BATTLE  OF  MARENGO  (50  mm) 


The  obverse  of  this  medal  is  like  that  of  Bramsen  38,  by  the  same  med- 
allists, but  Desaix's  portrait  is  substituted  for  Bonaparte's,  The 
reverse  inscription  purports  to  be  Desaix's  dying  words,  "Go  tell  the 
First  Consul  that  I'm  sorry  not  have  done  enough  to  be  remembered  by 
posterity."  The  autopsy  published  in  "Le  Moniteur"  states  that  he  was 
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shot  through  the  heart. 


The  body  was  embalmed  (unusual  in  those  days)  and  stored  in  Milan;  event 
ually  it  was  decided  to  entomb  him  at  the  monks'  hospice  at  the  Saint 
Bernard  pass. 


BRAMSEN  426,  427.  TOMB  OF  DESAIX  (26mm) 


The  two  medals  share  an  obverse  by  Droz  of  Napoleon  Empereur.  One  re- 
verse shows  the  monument.  The  scene  is  the  death  of  Desaix  on  the  battl 
field,  a bas  relief  which  was  exhibited  in  Paris  by  the  sculptor  before 
being  taken  to  the  remote  final  resting  place.  The  lying  inscription 
states  that  Napoleon  laid  the  cornerstone  of  the  tomb;  he  was  delayed  in 
Italy  and  delegated  that  job  to  one  of  his  generals.  The  ceremony  was 
held  on  the  24th  of  Prairial,  Year  XIII,  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Marengo  according  to  the  revol utionary  calendar.  The  alter- 
nate reverse  of  the  medal  had  only  an  inscription  in  a wreath;  the 
date  has  been  changed  in  the  die  to  the  25th  of  Prairial  because  in 
1805  that  corresponded  to  the  14th  of  June,  the  Gregorian  anniversary 
of  the  battle. 

General  Desaix  had  been  honored  earlier,  on  Bastille  Day  of  1800,  by 
dedicating  a quay  on  the  Seine  to  him. 


BRAMSEN  68,  69.  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  QUAY  DESAIX  (42  mm) 


69  Obverse 
234 


Obverse:  FRENCH  REPUBLIC.  In  field,  "First  Consul  Bonaparte,  Second 

Consul  Cambaceres,  Third  Consul  Lebrun".  Common  reverse;  "Paris. 
Foundation  of  the  Quay  Desaix.  To  the  memory  of  the  General  killed  at 
Maringo.  July  14,  1800."  Bramsen  69  has  the  same  reverse  and  the  obr 
verse  differs  only  slightly,  adding  "L.  Bonaparte,  Minister  of  the  In- 
terior" . 

The  fact  that  the  medal  bears  only  inscriptions  indicates  the  haste 
with  which  it  had  to  be  prepared.  The  illustrations  are  from  later 
strikings,  although  most  of  the  medals  photographed  for  this  series 
were  struck  in  or  before  1815.  Napoleon’s  gold  copy  of  68  shows  the 
same  obverse  die  flaws,  indicating  that  the  69  obverse  is  later.  The 
misspelling  of  Marengo  is  an  example  of  the  difficulties  Napoleon's 
medal  designers  had  with  the  names  of  the  foreign  places  he  made  famous. 


Desaix  was  also  honored  by  a fountain  paid  for  by  public  subscriptions, 
designed  by  Perrier  and  Fontaine,  and  erected  in  the  Place  Dauphine  on 
the  lie  de  la  Cite  in  1803.  Finally,  a sixteen  foot  statue  of  him  was 
erected. 


BRAMSEN  976.  DESAIX  (40mm) 


The  obverse  of  this  medal  is  the  official  portrait  of  Napoleon,  Emperor 
of  the  French  and  King  of  Italy,  with  the  signature  of  the  medallist, 
Andrieu,  on  the  truncation.  Slight  variations  of  this  obverse  (some  of 
them  by  Droz  rather  than  Andrieu)  were  used  for  most  of  the  40mm  medals 
struck  at  Napoleon's  Medal  Mint.  Both  Droz'  and  Andrieu's  obverses 
were  made  from  a statue  of  Napoleon  by  Chaudet,  hence  their  similiarity. 


The  reverse  shows  the  sixteen-foot  statue  of  Desaix,  the  die  having 
been  produced  in  1809  by  Brenet  after  a drawing  by  Fragonard.  The 
statue  aroused  a storm  of  protest  when  it  was  unveiled;  the  "Mercure  de 
France"  relates  some  of  the  stories  going  around  Paris  about  it.  "What 
is  Desaix  pointing  at?"  "He's  pointing  at  the  haberdashery  over  there 
and  saying,  ‘Somebody  bring  me  a shirt.'" 

Due  to  public  criticism  of  the  statue  a shed  was  erected  to  hide  it 
"while  corrections  are  being  made."  The  plan  was  made  to  get  rid  of 
it  by  transferring  it  to  the  city  where  Desaix  was  born,  but  before 
that  could  be  done  the  Bourbons  returned  to  power.  The  statue  and  one 
of  Napoleon  were  melted  down  to  cast  a statue  of  Henry  IV.  The  story 
of  this  statue  parallels  that  of  a half-naked  statue  of  Washington, 
erected  on  the  Mall  in  about  1850,  hidden  in  a shed,  then  banished  to 
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the  basement  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  hidden  behind  copyriqht  copies 
of  pulp  magazines.  But,  Washington  has  now  been  resurrected  and  oc- 
cupies a place  of  honor  in  the  Museum  of  Science  and  Technology. 

Although  the  capitulation  of  the  Austrians  restored  French  control  in 
north  Italy,  peace  with  Austria  had  to  await  the  defeat  of  the  Austrian 
army  along  the  Rhine.  General  Moreau  commanded  the  French  Army  there, 
and  First  Consul  Bonaparte  did  not  dare  to  test  his  power  by  interfer- 
ing with  that  popular  and  competent  general. 

Meanwhile,  Bastille  Day,  1800,  was  the  occasion  for  great  celebrations 
in  Paris  and  throughout  France.  A high  point  of  the  day  was  the  dedi- 
cation in  each  department  of  a column  to  the  heroes  of  the  French  Revol- 
uti on . 


BRAMSEN  61.  THE  NATIONAL  COLUMN  (42  mm) 


Here  is  another  portrait  of  Bonaparte  by  Duvivier.  The  Second  and 
Third  Consuls  have  to  be  content  to  have  their  names  on  the  obverse. 
The  reverse  inscription  tell  us  that  on  14  July  1800  Lucien  Bonaparte, 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  placed  the  first  stone  of  the  National  Col- 
umn, dedicated  by  the  French  people  to  their  defenders.  Although 
Lucien  had  had  much  research  done  on  a suitable  stone  to  use  (he  de- 
cided on  a French  granite)  this  column  was  never  erected. 


BRAMSEN  64.  COLUMN  OF  THE  DEPARTEMENT  OF  THE  SEINE  (60  mm) 
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On  this  medal  Gatteaux  included  the  heads  of  the  Second  and  Third  Con- 
suls, as  well  as  celebrating  the  constitution  which  France  had  accept- 
ed in  the  year  VIII.  The  reverse  is  an  inscription:  "The  War  for  Lib- 

erty, Departemental  Column.  Lucien  Bonaparte  being  Minister  of  the 
Interiot,  N.  Th.  B.  Frochot,  Prefect  of  the  Dept,  of  the  Seine,  placed 
the  first  stone  on  the  24th  of  Messidor,  year  VIII,  eleven  years  after 
14  July  1789.  The  Departement  of  the  Seine  to  its  brave  men." 

BRAMSEN  65,  66.  COLUMN  OF  THE  DEPT.  OF  SEINE  AND  MARNE  (42  mm) 


This  medal  consists  only  of  inscriptions.  Obverse;  "French  Republic; 
First  Consul  Bonaparte,  2nd  Cons' 1 Cambaceres,  3rd  Cons' 1 Lebrun". 
Reverse:  "Departemental  Column.  Andre  Larochefoucaul t , Prefect  of 

the  Dept,  of  Seine  and  Marne  placed  the  first  stone  on  14  July  1800". 
The  same  obverses  as  68,69  above. 


BRAMSEN  67.  COLUMN  OF  THE  DEPT.  OF  THE  RHONE  (33  mm) 
BRAMSEN  (-).  COLUMN  OF  THE  DEPT.  OF  THE  JURA  (33  mm) 


Rhone  Obverse  Common  Reverse  Jura  Obverse 


From  the  trumpet  of  the  winged  victory  hangs  a banner  reading  "To  the 
brave  men  of  the  Departement  of  the  Rhone".  The  exergue  informs  us 
that  the  prefect  was  Verninac.  In  the  lower  right  field  is  the  signa- 
ture of  Mercie,  the  medallist.  The  reverse  states  "In  each  departe- 
ment there  will  be  erected  a column  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  of 
the  departement  who  died  in  the  defense  of  the  fatherland  and  of  lib- 
erty - Decree  of  the  29  Ventose,  year  8 of  the  Republic;  Consuls  Bona- 
parte, Cambaceres,  Lebrum;  Minister  of  the  Interior  Lu.  Bonaparte". 

The  unlisted  variety  was  produced  by  altering  dies  for  Bramsen  67. 
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Jura  replaced  Rhone  on  the  banner  and  Poncet  replaced  Verninac  in  the 
exergue.  This  specimen  came  from  the  collection  of  the  Prince  Napoleon. 

BRAMSEN  71.  HONORS  RENDERED  TO  TURENNE  (50  mm) 


The  most  famous  marshal  of  Louis  XVI  is  depicted  here.  The  inscription 
states  "Honors  rendered  to  Turenne  by  the  Government.  His  glory  belongs 
to  the  French  people".  The  reverse  inscription  explains  "Transfer  of 
the  body  of  Turenne  to  the  Temple  of  Mars  by  the  orders  of  First  Consul 
Bonaparte  on  22  September  1800,  first  anniversary  of  the  consulate, 
Lucien  Bonaparte  Minister  of  the  Interior" . 

Marshal  Turenne  was  given  the  unprecedented  honor  of  being  buried  in 
St.  Denis,  the  resting  place  of  the  royalty  of  France.  When  that 
chapel  was  desecrated  during  the  revolution  and  the  remains  of  the 
royals  removed  from  their  tombs,  a man  from  the  Jardin  des  Plantes 
begged  the  body  of  Turenne  as  an  example  of  a modern  mummy.  After  a 
horrified  legislator  reported  that  the  illustrious  Marshal  was  on  ex- 
hibit beside  a stuffed  camel,  the  body  was  moved  to  his  tomb,  which 
had  become  an  exhibit  in  Lenoir's  Monuments  of  French  Art. 


The  First  Consul  decided  to  have  the  body  moved  to  a place  of  honor  in 
the  Madeleine,  which  he  had  had  converted  into  the  Temple  of  Mars. 

But,  notice  that  he  felt  it  necessary  to  justify  honoring  a supporter 
of  the  Bourbon  regime  by  declaring  that  Turenne 's  glory  belonged  to 
the  French  people.  After  the  return  of  the  Bourbons  Saint  Denis  was 
restored  and  Turenne  returned.  Requiesoat  in  pace. 


BRAMSEN  72.  EXPEDITION  TO  DISCOVER  (38  mm) 
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Obverse:  BONAPARTE,  FIRST  CONSUL  OF  THE  FRENCH  REPUBLIC.  Uniformed 

bust  left.  Beneath,  EXPEDITION  FOR  DISCOVERIES,  YEAR  9.  Reverse; 

THE  CORVETTES  THE  GEOGRAPHER  AND  THE  NATURALIST,  COMMANDED  BY  CAPTAIN 
BAUDIN. 

Rose's  Life  of  Napoleon  I,  has  a chapter  on  Bonaparte's  colonial  plans, 
from  which  I extracted  the  following:  "Although  France  and  England 

were  at  war,  the  British  Admiralty  permitted  scientific  voyages.  In 
September  of  1800  a group  of  twenty-three  scientists  embarked  on  a 
voyage  to  explore  Australia.  These  Frenchmen  were  the  first  to  map 
Van  Dieman's  Land  and  northwestern  Australia,  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
French  names  in  that  part  of  the  seventh  continent.  Particularly  to 
be  noted  is  the  Bay  of  Rivoli,  named  for  one  of  the  battles  of  Bona- 
parte's first  Italian  campaign.  Encounter  Bay  is  where  the  French 
expedition  met  an  English  expedition  going  the  other  way." 

Although  in  the  1807  publication  of  the  results  of  this  scientific 
voyage  half  of  Australia  was  claimed  for  France  (and  the  first  good 
map  of  Australia  appeared),  the  principal  result  was  to  spur  on  Brit^ 
ish  settlement  there. 

In  the  autumn  of  1800  Czar  Paul  of  Russia  did  an  about  face,  reviving 
the  Armed  Neutrality  League  with  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Prussia  against 
England  and  offering  to  join  France  in  an  invasion  of  India. 

On  3 December  1800  General  Moreau  led  his  French  army  into  Munich, 
after  finishing  the  fight  against  Austria  in  Germany  with  the  Battle 
of  Hohenlinden.  The  French  Mint  today  sells  copies  of  two  medals 
celebrating  Moreau's  exploits,  Bramsen  55  and  56,  but  these  medals 
were  not  made  before  1830.  The  Tresor  Numismatique  states  that  the 
dies  were  prepared  in  1800  or  1801  but  that  they  were  not  used  in  the 
Paris  Mint  before  1830.  These  two  medals  are  large,  measuring  58  mm. 

The  Austrians  were  still  reluctant  to  begin  treaty  negotiations.  They 
hoped  the  royalists  would  win  out  in  France  and  almost  certainly  knew 
of  the  plot  to  assassinate  Napoleon. 

BRAMSEN  76.  THE  INFERNAL  MACHINE  (50  mm) 


Obverse:  "The  love  of  the  French  people  for  the  First  Consul." 
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Uniformed  bust  left,  signed  H.  AUGUSTE  on  the  truncation.  "The  attempt 
on  the  life  of  Bonaparte,  24  December  1800."  Reverse:  "Citizen  rush 

to  him  in  a mass.  'Friends,  it  is  not  I to  whom  you  should  come;  go 
and  help  those  unfortunates  whom  the  infernal  machine  was  able  to 
hit." 


BRAMSEN  77.  THE  LEADER  SAFE  FROM  THE  PLOTS  (60  mm) 


Obverse;  "BONAPARTE,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ITALIAN  REPUBLIC.  The  Year  3". 
(North  Italy  was  liberated  by  the  French  in  1797.)  Signed  L.M,  for 
Luigi  Manfredini.  Reverse;  The  three  winged  females  on  the  left  are 
the  Three  Fates,  the  goddesses  of  classical  mythology  who  determine 
the  course  of  one's  life.  "Clotho  holds  the  distaff,  Lachesis  forms 
the  thread,  and  Atropos  holds  the  spindle,  on  which  she  places  the 
thread."  (Mi  11  in.  The  Metallic  History  of  Napoleon.)  The  male  fig*? 
ure  seated  at  the  right  represents  Destiny  ; he  holds  the  scissors  but 
apparently  is  refusing  Atropos'  order  to  cut  the  thread.  This  medal 
is  from  the  Milan  Mint. 

Of  the  several  attempts  on  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  life,  that  one  which 
took  place  late  in  1800  was  the  most  spectacular.  This  event,  like 
everything  else  in  his  life,  is  confused  by  the  conflicting  stories 
told  about  it.  It  was  known  that  the  First  Consul  would  attend  the 
performace  of  an  oratorio  by  Hayden;  the  plotters  had  loaded  a small 
cart  with  barrels  of  gunpowder  and  iron  scraps  and  planned  to  have 
the  horse-drawn  device  block  the  First  Consul's  carriage,  then  explode. 
As  Napoleon  told  the  story  later  on  Saint  Helena,  his  coachman  was 
drunk,  whipped  up  the  horses  and  crowded  past  the  obstruction.  Napol- 
eon had  been  napping  in  the  carriage;,  awakened  by  the  pitching  of  the 
carriage,  he  thought  at  first  he  was  back  in  north  Italy,  at  a time 
when  he  had  ordered  his  coachman  to  ford  a flooded  river  at  night 
and  the  going  had  been  rough.  His  party  was  far  enough  away  when  the 
cart  exploded  that  only  his  rear  guard  was  shaken  by  it.  Several 
innocent  bystanders  were  killed  or  injured,  and  buildings  were  de- 
stroyed. Outside  of  that.  Citizen  First  Consul,  how  did  you  enjoy 
the  oratorio? 
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A notice  by  the  police  appeared  in  "le  Moniteur":  Would  anyone  who 

thought  he  might  identify  the  horse's  body  please  come  around  and 
look  at  it?  Please  hurry;  it  is  beginning  to  smell. 

Known  radicals  were  rounded  up  and  sentenced  to  exile  or  death  for  a 
crime  they  hadn't  committed;  then  the  royalists  who  had  engineered 
the  plot  were  identified,  seized,  and  punished.  The  security  measures 
taken  a couple  of  years  later  were  described  by  J.  F.  Reichert  (Dir- 
ector of  the  Royal  Opera  in  Berlin)  in  his  A Winter  In  Paris  during 
the  Consulate,  1802-02,  first  published  in  Hamburg  in  1804: 

"A  word  here  about  the  precautions  taken  when  the  First  Consul 
goes  to  the  theater.  A detachment  of  horse-guards  gallops  ahead  of 
the  carriage  to  receive  the  Consul  at  the  door  of  the  theater;  a sec- 
ond detachment  follows,  so  that  the  Consul  may  be  completely  surround- 
ed. Inside  the  theater  foot-soldiers  of  the  guard  serve,  forming  a 
double  row  from  the  entrance  to  the  hall  to  the  loges.  As  soon  as 
the  Consul  gets  out  of  the  carriage,  while  he  is  passing  through  the 
lines  of  foot  soldiers,  the  horsemen  rapidly  dismount  and,  leaving 
their  horses  in  the  charge  of  a few  men,  march  along,  their  sabres  at 
the  ready,  behind  the  Consul;  they  take  their  station  in  front  of  the 
door  of  his  loge  during  the  performance.  At  the  exit,  the  same  drill 
in  reverse  order." 

THE  TEMPLE  OF  JUPITER  CAP  IT  OUN  US 

The  highest  of  ancient  Rome's  seven  hills  commanded  the  city  and  was 
remarkable  for  the  number  of  sacred  buildings  constructed  on  it.  At 
first  the  hill  was  called  Saturnius,  as  it  was  thought  that  it  was 
the  home  of  the  god  Saturn.  Then  it  was  called  Tarpcius  for  the  ves- 
tal Tarpcia,  and  lastly  it  was  called  Capitoline  mount.  This  tradition 
came  from  the  fact  that  when  digging  the  foundations  for  the  temple  of 
Jupiter,  to  whom  they  had  given  the  surname  of  Capitol inus,  the  sever- 
ed head  of  01  us  was  found.  They  took  this  as  a sign  from  the  god 
Jupiter  and  so  named  the  site  after  him,  The  temple  for  Jupiter  then 
constructed  became  the  most  important  of  the  hill's  shrines  and  where 
solemn  vows  were  to  be  made.  There  also,  citizens  ratified  the  acts 
of  government  and  took  the  oaths  of  fidelity.  Here  the  magistrates 
and  those  who  enjoyed  the  honours  of  the  triumph  went  to  thank  the 
gods  for  the  victories  they  had  gained  and  to  offer  up  their  prayers. 

The  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus 
is  shown  on  the  reverse  of  a silver 
denarius  struck  by  the  Petilla  fam- 
ily in  the  Republic  time  of  Rome. 

The  reverse  legend  is  "PETILLIVS" 
and  shows  a temple  of  six  columns 
with  an  ornamented  pediment.  The 
obverse  legend  is  "CAPITOLINVS" 
which  has  the  surname  of  Peti Ilia, 
a friend  of  Augustus.  The  head  is  that  of  Jupiter  with  thick  bushy 
hair  and  beard.  Peti 11 i us  Capitolinus  struck  this  and  one  other  type 
denarius  for  Augustus'  triumph's  after  his  early  victories  before 
becoming  emperor  of  Rome. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  USE  OF  " AVGVSTA"  ON  ROMAN  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher , Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1289 

A frequent  occurrence  on  Roman  Im- 
perial coins  is  the  word  "AVGVSTA", 
a title  decreed  to  the  wives  of  the 
Emperors.  Pliny  the  Younger  (62- 
114  A.D.),  the  Roman  author  and 
orator,  calls  AVGVSTA  the  marriage 
name.  Although  this  distinctive 
appellation  served  to  consecrate  thei 
rank,  those  princesses  were  none 
the  less  subject  to  the  laws  which 
governed  the  private  individuals. 
Being  declared  AVGVSTAE  did  not 
give  the  person  the  privilege  of 
having  their  title  and  effigy  plac- 
ed on  coins,  except  by  degrees  and 
under  certain  restrictions.  At  the  beginning  of  the  empire  these 
honours  were  given  the  Augusta  only  on  coins  struck  in  the  provinces. 
Later,  coins  with  their  portraits  and  titles  were  struck  at  Rome,  but 
only  under  the  personifications  or  symbols  of  certain  divinities,  or 
of  certain  deified  virtues.  This  custom  was  introduced  by  the  Emperor 
Augustus,  the  first  of  the  Roman  Emperors , however,  almost  all  of  his 
successors  permitted  likenesses  of  their  wives,  and  occasionally  other 
near  realtions,  to  be  placed  on  a portion  of  their  coinage. 

A gold  coin  struck  by  Domitian  for 
his  wife,  Domitia  Longina,  has  her 
name  and  title  as  "DOMITIA  AVGVSTA 
IMP.  DOMIT".  Thus  implying  that 
Domitia  the  Augusta  is  so  because 
of  her  husband  the  Imperator  Domi- 
tian. In  a like  manner  on  some 
coins  of  the  younger  Faustina,  the 
daughter  of  Antoninus  Pius  and  later 
the  wife  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  we  find  "FAVSTINA  AVGVSTA  AVG.  ANTONINI 
PII.  FIL".  This  signifies  that  Faustina  the  Augusta  is  so  because  she 
is  the  daughter  of  the  Augustus  Antoninus  Pius.  Thus,  the  title  of 
Augusta  was  conferred  not  only  on  the  wives  of  the  Emperors,  but  also 
on  the  wives  of  the  Caesars  (those  next  in  line  to  be  Emperor) , and 
too,  on  their  mothers  and  grandmothers,  their  daughters  and  grand- 
daughters , and  sometimes  other  female realtions.  Trajan's  sister, 
Marciana  and  her  daughter,  Matidia,  the  niece  of  the  Emperor,  each 
had  coins  with  their  names  and  Augusta  on  them. 

Li  via,  the  wife  of  the  Emperor  Augustus,  exchanged  her  name  Li  via  for 
Julia  when  she  married  Augustus.  This  was  in  honour  of  Julius  Caesar, 
Augustus'  great  uncle.  After  Augustus  died,  Livia  is  styled  on  some 
coins  as  "IVLIA  AVGVSTA  AVGVSTA  MATER  PATRIAE".  This  implies  that 
Julia  (Livia)  the  Augusta  is  so  not  only  because  she  was  the  wife  of 
the  Emperor  Augustus,  but  because  she  was  also  the  Mother  of  the 
Country,  as  Augustus  was  "PATER  PATRIAE",  the  Father  of  the  Country. 
After  Livia  died,  her  son  from  a previous  marriage,  the  Emperor  Ti- 
berius, struck  some  coins  for  his  mother  with  the  legend  "DIVA  IVLIA 
AVGVSTA".  Thus,  Julia  the  Augusta  was  Deified  in  the  ceremony  of 
Consecreation , or  in  common  terms,  created  a god. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO'  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM^12 


No.  29  - THEOPHILUS  (829^842) 

Unfortunately,  Theophilus  was  a strong  iconoclast,  so  that  controversy 
flared  up  again;  also,  since  the  biographers  and  writers  were  eccles- 
iasts,  it  is  an  adverse  picture  of  him  that  comes  down  to  us.  Fortun- 
ately, it  was  the  last  persecution,  with  little  support  and  later  the 
dispute  was  settled. 

Theophilus  was  quite  different  from  his  father  for  he  was  a highly 
educated  man  with  a strong  sense  of  justice.  He  loved  also  beauty 
and  splendor,  gems,  works  of  art,  embroidery  (Byzantine  robes  were 
famed  for  their  beauty  and  extravagance,  whether  royal  or  eccelsiast- 
i c a 1 ) and  all  his  buildings  were  richly  decorated. 

There  are  romantic  stories  of  his  marriage  to  Theodora.  His  wife  and 
three  daughters  appear  on  his  coinage.  He  associated  his  elder  son, 
Constantine,  as  Augustus  almost  at  once,  but  he  died  a few  years  later 
Then  it  was  the  turn  for  the  infant  Michael  (III)  as  Augustus.  The 
frequent  use  of  the  same  names  in  Byzantine  families  is  sometimes  the 
cause  of  confusion  in  identifying  coins,  historical  records  being  poor 

The  Eastern  war  with  the  Arabs  was  the  main  foreign  factor  of  his 
reign  and  he  was  unlucky  to  have  the  great  caliph  Mutasim  as  his  op- 
ponent. The  latter  captured  the  strong  fortress  of  Amorium,  the 
emperor's  home  city,  with  great  slaughter  in  838.  In  spite  of  the 
whole  problem,  Theophilus  was  a great  admirer  of  the  Islamic  culture 
which  in  some  ways  reflected  his  own  tastes.  The  Arabs  also  gained 
ground  in  Sicily. 

He  died  of  dysentery  in  842,  leaving  his  wife's  uncle  as  regent,  as 
well  as  the  logothete  Theokistus,  for  his  infant  son. 

I have  a special  interest  in  the  coins  of  Theophilus  as  that  was  the 
name  of  my  maternal  grandfather.  He  was  not,  as  people  thought,  a 
Greek  but  a pure  Welsh  speaking  Welshman  from  Brecon.  The  family 
name  came  for  the  time  when  many  people  adopted  surnames,  using 
Biblical  ones! 


The  Coinage 

The  coinage  of  this  reign  was  sometimes  confused,  and  in  early  cata- 
logues obscure.  This  is  due  to  a variety  of  factors,  a slightly 
longer  reign,  historical  obscurity  about  the  period,  the  portrayal 
of  so  many  family  members,  including  his  defunct  father  Michael  II, 
a practice  found  in  some  earlier  reigns  - and  the  introduction  of 
several  new  legends. 

It  is  the  last  reign  in  Constantinople  in  which  the  follis  is  shown 
X N 
by  X M N. 

X N 

Four  mints  are  known  to  have  struck  coins,  though  two  of  them  are  of 
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uncertain  provenance.  The  style  remains  as  in  the  previous  reigns 
and  no  portraiture  is  used. 


The  Coins 

GOLD:  None  is  particularly  common  and  some  is  very  rare  indeed.  It 

was  struck  at  three  different  mints  and  tends  to  be  complex.  Both 
Constantinople  and  Syracuse  struck  fractional  denominations. 


CONSTANTINOPLE:  There  are  five  varietes  of  the  solidus. 


a)  Obverse:  Theophilus  alone.  Legend  - * ©60FIL0S  bASiLe 

or  bASiLG'  (sometimes  followed  by  0 or  x or  A). 
Reverse:  Bust  of  Michael  II  (father)  and  his  own  son, 

Constantine.  Legend  + miXAHL  S CObSTAhSlb 
(sometimes  followed  by  a). 


b)  Obverse: 
Reverse ; 


Same  as  a).  Legend  - Same  as  a). 
Bust  of  Constantine  alone. 

Legend  - + C0bS5Ab5f  0€SP0C(ir)  . 


Type  a ) 


c)  Obverse:  Similar  bust  but  he  holds  the  globus  crowned  and  a 

cruciform  sceptre.  Also  he  wears  the  loros. 

Legend  - * ©60FIL0S  bASiL€f  . 

Reverse:  Patriarchal  cross,  legend  around  the  rim  reading 

"May  God  help  your  Servant". 

Legend  - cvrk  bOHGH  CO  SO  oovlox 
(followed  by  e or  X or  a). 


d)  Obverse:  Half  length  figures  of  Theophilus,  center,  Thecla 

(left)  and  Theodoro  (right). 

Legend  - ©€K'  ©COF  ©€UL) 

Reverse:  Busts  of  Anna  (left)  and  Anastasia  (right). 

Legend  - X AbbA  S AbASCASIA 


e)  Obverse:  Facing  bust  of  Theophilus. 

Legend  - ©cofilos  bASiLG ' (followed  by  el- 
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Reverse:  Facing  bust  Michael  III  (his  son). 

Legend : -f  mixAHL  oesrocis  (followed  by  a). 


Types  d)  and  e)  are  both  very  rare  indeed. 

Semissis.  These  are  extremely  rare  indeed. 

a)  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  type  c) 
solidus. 

b)  Obverse:  Bust  of  Theophi lus  , facing.  Legend  - eeoFlLOS  bASlLe- 

Reverse:  Bust  facing  of  Machael  III  (his  son). 

Legend  - miXAHL  0€SP05IS  . 

SYRACUSE:  Solidus.  These  are  usually  struck  on  small  thick  flans 

as  in  earlier  reigns)  and  often  are  of  debased  metal. 

They  seem  to  be  more  common  than  those  of  Constantinople. 
Except  for  type  a)  which  has  Michael  II  (father)  and  his 
elder  son  Constantine  on  the  reverse,  b)  and  c)  vary  only 
in  details. 

a)  Bust  facing,  Theophilus  wears  crown  and  chlamys.  Holds  the 
patriarchal  cross  and  akakia. 

Reverse  legend  - + miXAHL  S CObSTAhG  , 

b)  Wears  crown  and  loros;  holds  Cross  Potens.  The  reverse  has 
the  same  bust  but  wears  chlamys  and  holds  globus  crowned. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  legend  - qgoeilos. 


Type  b) 


c)  Wears  crown  and  chlamys,  holds  Cross  Potens.  The  legend  is 
eeoFiLOS  bAsiL  for  both  obverse  and  reverse,  but  no  star 
at  start  of  legend  on  the  reverse.  The  reverse  is  the  same 
but  wears  loros  and  holds  globus  crowned. 


Semissis.  Seaby  lists  five  varieties  of  this,  the  first  of  which, 
with  Constantine  on  the  reverse,  is  excessively  rare.  The  other 
four  have  Theophilus  on  both  sides  and  vary  mainly  in  small 
details,  loros  or  chlamys,  lettering  and  so  on. 


Tremissis.  These 


Wroth  41 


are  little  more  common  than  the  semissises  but 
do  appear  occasionally.  In  Wroth  they  are 
all  described  as  semissises  (in  error). 

The  type  which  carries  Constantine  is  very 
similar  to  the  excessively  rare  semmissis. 
The  others  have  Theophilus  on  both  sides 
and  vary  in  small  details.  See  Wroth  nos. 
41/43  under  semissis.  Most  (?)  of  these 
are  in  debased  metal. 


NAPLES:  The  third  mint  to  strike  gold  is  listed  as  Naples  but  it  is 
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uncertain.  It  struck  only  sol i d i as  far  as  is  known.  The  type  and 
style  of  the  wording  helps  to  show  a different  mint  from  the  coins 
struck  at  the  other  two. 

a)  Debased  metal.  Obverse:  Bust  of  Theophilus. 

Legend  - qgofiloz  bAziLeo  . 

Reverse:  Bust  facing  of  Machael  or  Constantine. 

Legend  - tdixahl  s cohzcahcih  . 

b)  Obverse:  Theophilus.  Legend  - eeoriLOS  bASiLe  (sometimes 

preceded  by  -X-  or  — ). 

Reverse:  Patriarchal  Cross  surrounded  by  the  legend  - 

CVRI6  bOHOH  CO  so  oovlo  (followed  by  *e  or  • e). 

("May  the  Lord  God  help  your  servant.") 

SILVER:  CONSTANTINOPLE . Once  again,  only  Constantinople  struck  sil- 

ver, the  mi li ares  ion  in  five  types,  two  being  larger  pieces  than  the 
other  three,  and  bearing  a legend  in  six  lines.  In  each  case  the 
obverse  bears  the  Cross  Potens  with  the  usual  inscription  around  the 
rim.  The  legends  of  the  reverses  read  as  follows: 

a)  4-  of.ofi  / los  s const  / Ancinos  om  / m xp.iscm  s / piscm  bASiL / / 
rottiaio'  (Theophilus  and  Constantine,  servants  of  Christ 

and  faithful  believers,  Kings  of  the  Romans.) 

b)  + ©€OFI  / LOS  OMLOS  / XRISCM  S PIS  / COS  £11  AVtO  / bASILGM  ' RO  / 

mAion  (Theophilus,  servant  of  Christ  and  faithful  be- 
liever, sole  King  of  the  Romans.) 


r'  -1  OGOFI  / LOS  ec  Q£M  / PISCOS  bA  / SIL€MS  RO  / TTIAIOn 

(Theophilus,  by  the  grace  of  God,  faithful  believer.  King 
of  the  Romans . ) 

d)  -f  eeo  / filos  ec  / ©gm  bASi  / Lens  ro  / mAion  (Theophi  1 us  , by 
the  grace  of  God,  King  of  the  Romans.) 

e)  oro  / ni.os  s mi  / xaiii.  rc  oe  (c^r  or')  / hAsn.is  ro  / mAion 
(Theophilus  and  Michael,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Kings  of  the 

Romans . ) 

The  legends  on  types  c) , d)  and  e)  are  in  five  lines. 

BRONZE:  Bronze  coins  were  struck  at  three  of  the  mints,  the  third 

being  a provincial  mint,  from  its  cruder  style,  but  where  is  as  yet 
unknown.  No  other  denominations  from  it  are  known. 
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CONSTANTINOPLE : Three  types  of  foil  is  were  struck,  the  first  two 

having  on  the  reverse  the  usual  M and  marking  of 
denomi nation . 

a)  Half  length  figures  of  Theophilus  and  his  son  Constantine. 
Obverse  legend  - ©tOFiLOS  S COhSGAhfj' 


Type  a)  Type  b)  Obverse 


b)  Bust  of  Theophilus  along  usually  with  a star  in  the  left 
field.  Sometimes  these  are  overstruck  on  folles  of  Michael 
II.  Obverse  legend  - eeoFiL  bAsiL'. 


Type  c) 


c)  Three-quarter  length  figure  of  Theophilus.  Something  new 
here  is  that  he  holds  the  labarum  in  his  right  hand  and  has 
a tufa  on  his  crown.  Obverse  legend  - eeOFlL'  basil 
Reverse  legend  (4  lines)  - + eeo-FiLCAVC-Ovsnesv-MCAS 
(Theophilus  Augustus,  may  you  conquer.). 


There  is  also  a half  foil  is,  a reintroduction  which  is  the  same 
as  c)  but  smaller  and  lighter,  sometimes  with  a small  cross  in 
the  field  to  right  on  the  obverse. 


SYRACUSE : Three  types  of  foil  is,  the  last  two  somewhat  similar. 


a)  Obverse:  Bust  of  Theophilus  facing. 

Legend  - ©gofilos  bAS. 
Reverse:  Michael  II  (father)  and  his 

own  son  Constantine. 

Legend  - idixahl  scohst,  . 


Type  b) 


b)  Obverse:  Bust  of  Theophilus,  facing. 

Same,  or  similar  legend. 
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Reverse:  Large  M between  x/x/x  and  n/n/n;  above, 

cross ; beneath  , ©. 


c)  Obverse: 
Reverse : 


Similar  but  Theophilus  holds  the  Patriarchal  Cross. 
Large  M between  x / © / x and  n / e / n;  star  above 
the  M and  cross  beneath. 


This  is  like  type  c)  of  Constantinople  but  of  cruder  workmanship. 


Note.  In  many  of  the  coins  of  this  reign,  there  may  be  one  or  two 
variations  of  the  letters  used.  The  typeface  used  may  also 
show  the  same  letter  differently. 


******************************************************************* 


MARCUS  AURELIUS  PROFESSES  RELIGION  ON  HIS  COINAGE 


Roman  emperors  sometimes  professed 
their  religious  preferences  to  the 
world  on  their  coins.  A large 
bronze  coin  of  Marcus  Aurelius  has 
as  its  reverse  inscription  "IMP  VI 
COS  III  S C RELIG  AVG"  where  the 
"Religio  Augustus"  means  "the  re- 
ligion of  the  emperor".  The  type 
shows  a temple,  supported  by  four 
columns  in  the  form  of  men,  and  in 
the  center  stands  the  statue  of 
Mercury  on  a pedastal.  In  the  pedi 
ment  are  a tortoise,  a cock,  a ram 
and  other  attributes  of  the  messenger  of  the  gods.  The  fabled  god 
Mercury  was  the  inventor  of  the  lyre,  for  which  he  used  a tortoise 
shell,  which  was  called  in  Latin,  Testudo.  The  cock  was  the  symbol 
of  watchfulness,  a quality  needful  to  Mercury's  employment.  As  the 
shepherds  had  adopted  him  as  their  patron,  the  ram  or  sheep  was  some- 
times seen  as  an  accompaniment. 


Marcus  Aurelius  was  the  first  to  so  show  his  preference  of  a god  in  so 
bold  a manner.  His  love  of  philosphy  and  all  that  related  to  polytheis- 
tic worship  is  proved  by  his  oppressive  and  cruel  rigor  towards  the 
Christians.  His  choice  of  Mercury,  from  so  great  a crown  of  deities, 
was  because  it  was  reputed  that  Mercury  was  the  author  of  the  sacred 
rites  and  sacrificial  ceremonies  connected  with  religion. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Criag  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

IRAN:  Y131  - 1323;  Y137  - 1343,  1346,  1348;  YA140a  - 1340,  1342,  1343, 

1346,  1348,  1349,  1351,  1352,  1353;  YB140  - 1339,  1343,  1346,  1349; 
YC140  - 1338;  YC140a  - 1340,  1342,  1945,  1346;  YC140&  - 1350,  1351, 
1352,  1354,  2536,  2537;  YD140  - 1338;  Y149  - 1345,  1346,  1348;  Y149a  - 
1352,  1353,  2537;  Y151  - 1350;  Y152  - 1351. 

IRAQ:  Y1  - 1352;  Y2  - 1349;  Y4  - 1349;  Y7  - 1350;  Y8  - 1357;  Y9  - C; 
Y9a  - 1938  dot;  Y9b  - C;  YlOb  - C;  Yll  - 1938;  Y12  - 1934,  19381;  Y13  - 
C;  Y15  - C;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y47  - C;  Y48  - C. 

IRELAND:  C5  - 1805;  C12  - C;  Y1  - 1928,  1930;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C; 
Y5  - C;  Y6  - 1928,  131,  1935;  Y8  - 1934;  Y9  1946,  1953,  1959,  1966: 

Y 1 0 - CX  (1939,  1967);  Yll  - C;  Y12a  - 1942,  1943,  1949,  1950  ,"1956 , 
1961,  1962,  1964,  1966;  Y13  - 1939;  Y13a  - CX  (1942,  1946,  1948,  1955, 
1950,  1968,  1969);  Y14  - 1939;  Y14a  - CX  (1955,  1960,  1963,  1968); 

Y 1 5a  - 1961,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1966;  Y16a  - 1961,  1962,  1963,  1964, 
1966:  Y 1 7 - C;  Y18  - 1971;  Y19  - 1971;  Y20  - 1971,  1975,  1980;  Y21  - 
1969,  1970,  1975  ; Y22  - 1971  , 1976. 


ISLE  OF  MAN:  Fr.  7 - 1733,  1798;  C7  - 1839;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1971;  Y3  - 

1971;  Y4  - 1971;  Y18  - 1976;  Y21  - C;  Y26  - C. 


ISRAEL  - Palestine:  Y1  - 1927,  1935,  1941,  1944,  1946;  Y2  - 1927, 

1942;  Y3  - 1927,  1935,  1939,  1946;  Y3a  - 1942;  Y4  - 1927,  1935,  1940, 
1941,  1946;  Y6  - 1935,  1939;  Y7  - 1935.  ISRAEL:  Y1  - 5709  closed 
link;  Y2  - 5709  w/pearl ; Y3  - 5709  w/pearl  ; Y4  C;  Y5  - C;  Y5a  -C; 

Y6b  - C;  Y6  - 5709  w/pearl;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - CX  (5714);  Y9  - C;  Y10  - C; 

Y12  - C:  Y17  - C;  Y19  - C;  Y22  '-  5720  w/serif  sm.  date,  5721  wide  date, 
5722  all,  5723,  5724,  5726,  5728,  5729,  5730,  5733,  5734,  5736,  5737; 
Y24  - CX  (57FT  ICI,  57?2,  5724,  572TT5730):  Y24b  - C to  5739  X (5737); 
Y25  - CX  (5722  sm.  date,  5724  all,  5725);  Y25a  - 5736,  5737;  Y25b  - 
5738,  5739;  Y26  - CX  (5721,  5724,  5725,  5731,  5732,  5735);  Y26a  - 5734, 
5737,  5738,  5740;  Y36  - C to  5739  X (5727,  5730,  5731,  5732);  Y36a  - 

5732;  Y37  - 56^3,  5726;  Y46  - C to  5738  X (5731,  5736);  Y56  - C; 

Y58  - C;  Y70  - C;  YTT-  C;  Y73  - C;  Y77  - C;  Y99  - 1980,  1982;  Y100  - 

1980;  Y101  - 1980;  Y102  - 1980,  1981  ; Y106  - 1981  ; Y110  - 1982  ; Ylll  - 

TW;  Y 1 32  - 1984;  Y140  - 1985. 

ITALY  - Italian  States: 

Lombardy-Venetia:  Cl  - 1872V;  C12  - 1943V;  C29  - 1952M;  C30  - 1852V. 
Naples  & Sicily:  C31  - 1791;  Y33  - 1792;  C36-  1790;  C39  - 1789. 

Parma:  £26  - 1815. 

Sardinia : C58  - 1795. 

Tuscany:  C64  - 1851. 

ITALY:  Y6  - 1861M,  1867M;  Y7  - 1867M;  Y8  1861M;  Y9  - 1862M,  1866M,T, 
1867H,M,T : Y15  - CX  (1867T);  Y16  - 1867N;  Y22  - 1899,  1900;  Y23  - 1897. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted  in  this 
section. ) 


Numizmatisoheskii  Sbomik. 

lection  of  Articles  No.  9. 
232pp,  including  38  plates 


New_Numismatic  Research.  Numismatic  Col- 
State  Historical  Museum,  Moscow,  1986. 
(Russian  text). 


The  articles  by  the  Museum  Staff  and  associates  deal  mainly  with  Russian 
themes . A.  S.  Mel'nikova  discusses  and  classifies  the  coinage  of  the 
+ u S ^-month  reign  in  1605-1606,  M.  B.  Gornung  investigates 

the  double-dated  1711  kopeck,  and  in  another  article  sketches  the  back- 
ground and  early  times  of  the  Moscow  Circle  of  Numismatists,  founded  a 
hundred  years  ago.  V.  V.  Uzdenikov  offers  a persuasive  interpretation 
of  the  hidden  element"  in  the  cipher  on  the  Menshikov  grivennik  of 
1726.  A.  I.  Yukht  traces  the  massive  conversion  of  pre-Petrine  small 
silver  into  large-denomination  silver  coins  during  the  period  1720-1750. 
I.  S.  Shikanova  publishes  new  documentary  material  on  the  beginning  of 
the  Russi an-Ameri can  Company's  issuance  of  parchment  chits,  and  des- 
scnbes  an  enigmatic  25-ruble  specimen.  A.  P.  Shishkin  adds  to  his 
already  serially  published  repertory  of  trade  tokens  and  chits  with  a 
catalogue  of  almost  100  Russian  regimental  mess  chits  and  similar 
pieces  of  around  1890-1910.  D.  I.  Peters  describes  several  rare  early 
19th-century  award  medals.  V.  A.  Durov  reviews  the  long  history  of 
Russo-Bal kan -Greek  involvement  and  describes  Russian  award  medals  pre- 
sented to  Greek  and  Balkan  auxiliaries  as  well  as  to  certain  Balkan 
personalities  who  served  with  the  Russian  forces.  S.  S.  Levin  cata- 
logues the  impressive  range  of  Soviet  and  foreign  awards  received  by 
Academician  I.  G.  Petrovskii.  P.  K.  Kornakov  traces  the  heraldic 
origin  of  the  hammer  and  sickle  emblem.  A.  S.  Skurko  provides  a gener- 
al overview  of  the  more  than  2000  Soviet  commemorative  medals  struck 
1919-1982.  M.  V.  Zubova  provides  from  family  papers  important  bio- 
graphical material  on  the  great  Moscow  numismatist  P.  V.  Zubov.  L.  I. 
Tolstaia's  compilation  of  the  published  works  of  I.  I.  Tolstoi  and  of 
the  chronology  of  his  life  concludes  the  presentation.  (The  last  two 
articles  are  by  descendants  of  the  celebrated  numismatists  involved.) 


The  Numizmaticheskii  Sbomik  comes  out  every  three  or  four  years  and  is 
a major  source.  Only  1000  copies  are  printed,  many  are  distributed  to 
institutions,  so  demand  far  exceeds  supply  for  the  remainder. 


AS  GOOD  45  GOLD  - 300  YEARS  OF  BRITISH  BANK  NOTE  DESIGN.  Virginia 
Hewitt  and  John  Keyworth.  160pp,  24  color  and  150  b/w  illustrations, 
(246  x 189  mm).  £15.00  cased.  Available  to  booksellers  in  USA  and 
Canada  at  40%  discount  plus  postage  and  packing  costs.  British  Museum 
Publications,  46  Bloomsbury  Street,  London  WC1B  3QQ. 

The  design  of  British  bank  notes  is  so  familiar  to  us  nowadays  that 
their  appearance  is  taken  for  granted.  Yet  it  is  precisely  because  of 
their  design  that  the  notes  are  recognised  and  accepted  as  circulating 
currency.  In  the  past  the  work  of  first-rate  artists  such  as  Thomas 
Bewick  was  used:  that  tradition  continues  today  and  is  assisted  by  the 

latest  technology  in  the  search  for  the  inimitable  note. 

AS  GOOD  AS  GOLD  presents  the  changing  face  of  notes  from  private  and 
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public  banks  throughout  Britain  over  the  last  three  centuries,  from 
seventeenth-century  calligraphy  to  Victorian  allegory  and  from  black 
and  white  fivers  to  the  colourful  pictorial  designs  on  today's  issues. 
The  authors  show  how  the  designs  reflect  social  and  economic  circum- 
stances, local  traditions,  technological  developments  and  changing 
fashions  in  the  fine  arts. 

The  book  will  interest  not  only  bank  note  collectors  but  also  social 
and  economic  historians  and  students  of  art  history. 

Virginia  Hewitt  is  a Curator  in  the  Department  of  Coins  and  Medals, 
British  Museum  and  John  Keyworth  is  Curator  of  the  Bank  of  England 
Museum. 

AS  GOOD  AS  GOLD  is  published  in  association  with  the  Bank  of  England 
to  coincide  with  a major  exhibition  of  the  same  title  at  the  British 
Museum  from  16  July  to  29  November  1987. 

Information  from  the  Publisher 


ROMAN  COINS 3 by  Harold  Mattingly.  350pp,  hard-cover.  Reprinted  by 
Sanford  J.  Durst,  29-28  41st  Avenue,  Long  Island  City,  New  York  11101. 
Available  around  October  15,  1987  and  can  be  ordered  now  for  $25.00 
postpaid  as  a prepublication  offer.  After  issuance,  the  price  will 
be  $30.00  retail  plus  $1.50  postage. 

Sanford  J.  Durst,  New  York  based  Numismatic  Book  Publisher  & Distrib- 
utor has  announced  the  reprinting  of  Harold  Mattingly's  classic  out 
of  print  title  Roman  Coins. 

Originally  published  in  1928,  the  book  covers  the  broad  range  of  Roman 
Coinage  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
Chapters  in  the  350  page  book  include;  The  External  History  of  the 
Coinage:  Money  Systems,  Mints,  etc.;  The  Content  of  the  Republican 
Coinage:  Types  and  Legends;  Coinage  in  the  General  Life  of  the  Roman 
Republic;  The  External  History  of  the  Coinage:  Authorities,  Mints, 

Money -Systems , etc.;  The  Content  of  the  Early  Imperial  Coinage:  Types 

and  Legends;  Coinage  in  the  General  Life  of  the  Early  Empire;  The 
Provincial  and  Local  Coinage  of  the  Early  Empire;  The  External  History 
of  the  Coinage:  Mints,  Money-Systems , etc,;  The  Contents  of  the  Later 

Imperial  Coinage:  Types  and  Legends  and  Coinage  in  the  General  Life 

of  the  Later  Empire. 

In  addition  there  is  an  Introduction,  Epilogue,  Index,  Key  to  plates 
and  64  full  page  plates  with  well  over  1500  illustrations. 

Over  the  years  the  book  has  been  reprinted,  but  those  reprints  have 
been  "out-of-print"  for  several  years  prompting  Durst  to  reprint  the 
book.  The  book  will  be  hard  covered,  simulated  leather  sewn,  covered 
with  gold  stamping. 

This  is  the  23rd  title  in  the  field  of  classical  numismatics  published 
by  Durst,  who  has  issued  over  100  numismatic  titles  in  the  past  12 
years.  A book  list  of  over  350  ancient  and  medieval  numismatic  titles 
will  be  sent  free  with  any  order  or  is  available  for  $1.00. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

KAGAI  IBUN,  A strange  tale  from  overseas,  or  a new  account  of  America, 

compiled  by  Maekawa  Bunzo  and  Sakai  Junzo,  from  the  narrative  of 
Hatsutard,  a Japanese  castaway.  Translated  by  Richard  Zumwinkle, 
assisted  by  Tadanobu  Kawai . 143pp,  ill  us.,  5-7/8"  x 8-5/8",  hard- 

cover, 1970.  Available  from  Dawson's  Book  Shop,  535  North  Larchmont 
Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  a surprise  to  find  a section  on  coinage  in  this  extremely  in- 
teresting account  of  Hatsutaro  and  twelve  other  members  of  the  crew 
of  the  Eiju  Maru,  a coastwise  fishing  vessel,  who  "were  blown  out  to 
sea  in  1841,  and,  after  drifting  for  four  months  in  their  disabled 
craft,  were  rescued  by  a Spanish  ship  which  brought  them  to  Baja 
California."  Our  interest  in  his  account  of  his  adventures  together 
with  this  impressions  of  the  geography,  the  climate,  the  population, 
the  language,  the  food  and  drink,  the  clothing,  the  customs,  the 
amusements,  the  ships,  the  flora,  and  the  fauna,  lies  in  the  brief 
description  of  the  coinage,  reproduced  below. 

California  has  very  little  gold  but  a great  deal  of  silver. 

The  silver  is  brought  in  on  horses  and  piled  up  in  certain 
places  like  a mountain  of  ore.  Silver  coins  are  round  in 
shape  and  about  one  bu  in  thickness.  They  have  various 
designs  and  no  holes.  One  large  coin  weighing  7.2  momme 
is  equal  to  sixteen  small  coins;  these  are  similar  to  the  Jap- 
anese koban  and  isshu  coins. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  silver  coins.  The  largest  coin 
is  called  “peseta”  and  the  smallest  coin  is  called  “meriu” 

[“medio”?].  A coin  equal  to  two  of  the  small  coins,  called 
“un  real,”  is  like  the  Japanese  nishu  coin.  One  equal  to 
four  small  coins,  called  “dos  reales,”  is  like  the  Japanese 
ichibu,  and  another  equal  to  eight  small  coins,  called 
“cuatro  reales,”  is  like  the  nibukin.  For  six  small  coins 
they  say  “tres  reales,"  but  there  is  no  coin  for  this  amount. 

They  also  have  copper  coins,  which  are  about  one  bu 
in  diameter  and  have  no  holes  or  inscriptions.  Four  pieces 
of  this  small  change  can  be  exchanged  for  one  of  the  small 
silver  coins. 

The  value  of  gold  is  sixteen  times  that  of  silver.  A gold 
coin  weighing  7.2  momme  can  be  exchanged  for  sixteen 
of  the  large  silver  coins.  One  large  silver  coin  sold  in  Can- 
ton brings  one  kan  weight  of  copper  coins  and  200  mon 
[pennies  or  small  coins],  (We  have  heard  that  one  Japa- 
nese hankin  gold  coin  is  worth  eight  or  nine  large  silver 
coins.) 


The  plate  on  page  136  has  the  following  caption:  Silver  coins  of 

various  sizes  as  pictured.  There  is  a coin  that  is  very  much  like 
this  one  of  ours,  which  is  equal  in  value  to  their  large  coin. 
"Peseta."  "Quatro  reales.”  "Dos  reales."  "Un  real."  "Medio"  (?). 
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When  reading  the  first  sentence  of  his  account,  the  reader  should 
keep  in  mind  that  gold  was  discovered  in  California  in  September  1847. 

This  book  in  the  Baja  California  Travels  Series  gives  us  an  account 
of  Lower  California  and  Mazatlan  as  seen  through  the  eyes  of  an 
Oriental  at  a time  when  the  Japanese,  excepting  only  the  vangakusha 
(scholars  of  "Dutch"  Ci.e.,  Occidental:  learning)  "could  have  known 
very  little  about  Mexico,  or  indeed  about  any  part  of  the  Americas." 

The  members  of  this  society  should  enjoy  reading  about  Hatsutar5's 
adventures . 


Reviewed  by  Frere  Ni touche 


Works  of  the  State  Hermitages  Vol . XXVI,  Numismatics  No.  6.  Lenin- 
grad, 1986.  167pp  (Russian  text).  Available  0 $11.25  at  Kamkin's 

Bookstore,  12224  Parklawn  Drive,  Rockville,  MD  20852. 

This  is  the  first  number  of  this  periodical  collection  of  articles 
to  appear  since  1981 . 

Of  the  volume's  eight  articles  five  are  of  direct  Russian  interest. 

M.  P.  Sotnikova  describes  and  illustrates  50-odd  forgeries  of  the 
earliest  coins  of  Kievan  Rus 1 . Several  are  of  recent  make  and  few 
have  found  their  way  to  the  West,  one  having  been  featured  in  a 
German  1982  sale  catalogue  with  a DM5000  estimate.  I.  G.  Spasskii's 
exposition  of  the  first  three  years  (1724-1727)  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Mint  in  temporary  quarters  on  the  premises  of  the  Berg-Collegium 
carries  the  reader  down  numerous  interesting  historical  by-ways  and 
throws  incidental  light  on  the  numismatic  scene  in  Russia  in  the 
late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries.  M.  Smirnov's  reviews  of  propos- 
als for  nickel  coinage  from  1863  to  1917.  M.  Marshak  handles  in 
detail  the  background,  history  and  technology  of  the  Napoleonic 
forgeries  of  Russian  assignats,  and  furnishes  valuable  diagnostic 
criteria.  M.  Dobrovol 'skaya  describes  and  illustrates  13  seals  and 
impressions  of  seals  of  Generalissimo  Alexander  Suvorov  and  his  de- 
scendants. She  establishes  date  level  and  the  particular  individual 
involved  on  the  basis  of  style,  maker's  mark  and  the  orders  and  decor- 
ations displayed. 

Of  broader  than  Russian  interest  are  the  almost  100  pages  devoted 
to  V.  M.  Potin's  comprehensive  introduction  to  numismatics.  This 
thorough  overview  is  based  largely  on  the  author's  regular  seminar 
for  post-graduates  and  museum  curators  at  the  University  of  Leningrad. 
The  reader  is  carried  all  the  way  from  a discussion  of  the  role  of 
numismatics  as  a research  tool  down  to  the  most  practical  and  concrete 
aspects  of  the  discipline. 


Reviewed  by  Ran  Zander 


STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  WORLD  GOLD  COINS f by  Chester  Krause  and  Clif- 
ford Mishler,  edited  by  Colin  Bruce  II.  704pp,  i 11  us . $45.00  US 

retail.  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  St.,  Iola,  Wise.  54990. 
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Orders  for  mail  delivery  should  add  $2.50  for  delivery  in  the  U.S. 
and  $4.00  for  delivery  outside  of  the  U.S. 

This  second  edition  of  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  WORLD  GOLD  COINS  was  re- 
leased in  September,  1987.  The  book  provides  documentation  by  date 
and  mint  for  the  world's  gold  coin  issues  since  1601.  Platinum  and 
palladium  coins  are  included  for  the  first  time.  The  volumes  presents 
over  39,500  gold,  platinum  and  palladium  coin  listings.  More  than 
675  coin  issuing  authorities  and  over  11,500  actual-size  coin  photo- 
graphs are  included.  Total  weight,  precious  metal  fineness,  net 
weight  in  troy  ounces  and  values  in  up  to  four  grades  of  condition 
most  commonly  encountered  by  investors  and  collectors  are  provided 
for  each  coin  catalogued. 

Updated  market  values  reflect  the  rise  in  current  market  activity 
for  gold  coins  as  well  as  the  rise  in  the  price  of  gold. 

Much  of  the  data  compiled  for  this  new  second  edition,  especially 
obscure  issues,  is  presented  in  reference  format  for  the  first  time. 

New  for  this  second  edition  is  a special  appendix  detailing  popularly- 
collected  non-circulating  world  gold  coin  issues. 

The  introductory  section  features  charts,  tables,  explanatory  notes 
and  comprehensive  country  and  denominational  indexes  designed  to  fac- 
ilitate quick  and  accurate  identification  of  obscure  and  challenging 
i ssues. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


UNUSUAL  WORLD  COINS 3 by  Colin  Bruce  II,  192pp,  soft-cover,  8V  x 11" 
pages,  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  Wisconsin 
54990,  1987. 

This  book  catalogues  for  the  first  time  under  the  same  cover  non- 
circulating legal  tender  coins  and  related  issues  of  all  countries 
including  fantasy,  pseudo,  pretender,  private  patterns,  medals,  med- 
allic  bullion  and  other  non -monetary  issues  associated  with  countries, 
political  movements  and  utopian  ideals. 

These  pieces  are  listed  from  time  to  time  in  prices  lists  and  auction 
catalogues.  The  book  identifies  and  values  some  2,250  non-circulating 
coings  and  associated  pieces  issued  over  the  past  320  years,  and 
includes  2,230  actual  size  photographs. 

Catalogue  entries  include  actual  precious  metal  weights  in  ounces, 
date  listings,  changes  in  metallic  composition,  commemorative  descrip- 
tions, mintage  figures  when  available,  changes  in  denominations, 
catalogue  numbers,  total  weights  in  grams,  percentage  and  actual 
precious  metal  weights  and  current  market  valuations  in  up  to  4 con- 
di ti ons . 

UNUSUAL  WORLD  COINS,  in  greatly  expanded  and  updated  form,  is  based 
upon  Richard  D.  Kenney's  "Unofficial  Coins  of  the  World"  series  that 
appeared  in  TEE  NUMISMATIST  between  1962-1964.  The  volume  also 
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includes  an  updated  fantasy  section  as  found  in  Edward  Kann's  Illus- 
trated Catalog  of  Chinese  Coins f first  published  in  1966. 

This  catalog  should  be  a very  useful  reference  book  for  club  libraries 
and  dealers. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

********************************************************************* 
THE  FABLE  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN  OF  LYCIA 


Bellerophon  on  Pegasus  killing  the  Chimaera 


The  mountain  of  Lycia, 
in  Asia  Minor,  had  in 
ancient  times  on  its  top 
an  abundance  of  lions, 
and  on  its  sides  a numb- 
er  of  goats,  and  at  its 
base,  the  land  was  infest- 
ed with  serpents.  With 
this  situation,  it  was 
only  natural  that  the 
ancient  Greeks  would 
imagine  the  existence  of 
the  "Chimaera".  The 
fable  is  of  a monster 
with  a lion's  body  and 
head,  a goat's  head  and 
neck  protruding  out  of 
the  lion's  back  and  a 
serpent  for  a tail.  The 
fable  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  fire  breathing  dragon 
(chimaera)  was  dispatched 
by  Bellerophon,  who  was 
mounted  on  the  winged 
horse  Pegasus.  The  fable 
is  shown  as  the  reverse 
type  on  an  ancient  coin. 
The  coin's  legend  is  "COL 
IVL  AVG  COR"  for  "Colonia 


Julia  Augusts  Corinthus".  No  colony  struck  more 
imperial  coins  that  did  Cornith,  especially  from 
the  commencement  of  Nero's  reign.  Nero  visited 
Corinth  to  celebrate  the  Isthmian  games  and  the 
proliferation  of  coins  was  begun  when  the  citi- 
zens recorded  his  arrival  on  various  coins. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PACE 

John  F.  M.  Ross,  62CM6  Rosedale  Road,  Toronto,  M4W  2P4,  Canada: 

WANTED  dated  1960,  UNC  or  BU:  BelgTus^ Y57. 1 If,  Y57.2  If;  Colombia 
Y68  10c,  Y71  50c;  Denmark  Y71  IK:  Finland  Y37a  5m,  Y38  10m;  Great 
Britain  Y133  2s:  Iceland  Y14  25a;  Jordon  Y9  5f,  Y10  lOf. 

B.  F.  Brekke , Box  304,  Chapala,  Jal . , MEXICO:  Specialised  collector 

of  Russian  Copper  coins  1 700-1 91 7 is  interested  in  receiving  list  or 
auction  catalogues  containing  larger  groups  or  especially  rare  speci- 
mens . 

Zdenek  Knapek,  Wurmova  7,  750  00  Prerov,  Czechoslovakia:  I have  in 

my  collection  two  medals  as  follows.  Diameter  - 29mm.  Obverse:  (In 

Czech  text)  AUGUSTIN  HERMAN,  PRVNf  EeSK?  VYSTRhOVALEC  DO  AMERIKY  1638 
and^wi th^portrai t^of^Augustin  Herman.  Reverse:  NA  PAMET  CEChB  AMER- 

ICKYCH  NARODOPISNE  VYSTAVY  V PRAZE  1895,  PAMETNt  DESKA  HE&1AN0VA  and 
with  Herman  Memory  Tablet  on  which  is  the  following  text  - AUGUSTIN 
HERMEN  THE  FIRST  FOUNDER  SEATER  OF  BOHEMIA  MANNER  ANNO  1661.  The  sec- 
ond medal  is  the  same,  but  in  white  metal  and  in  square  shape,  diam- 
eter 34mm.  The  Czech  text  translates  to  English  as:  AUGUSTIN  HERMAN 

FIRST  CZECH  EMIGRANT  TO  AMERICA  1638.  ON  MEMORY  AMERICAN  CZECH'S  OF 
THE  ETNOGRAPHY  EXHIBITION  IN  PRAG,  MEMORY  TABLET  OF  HERMAN.  I would 
welcome  correspondence  on  the  following  questions  regarding  these  medals. 

1.  The  story  of  Herman's  life  in  America. 

2.  Photo  of  Memory  Tablet  and  information  about  the  Tablet. 

3.  Addresses  and  information  of  any  of  Herman/Hermen  offspring. 

Also,  I would  like  information  about  the  life  of  Herman  in  Bohemia 
and  whether  there  are  other  medals  depicting  Herman.  Thanks  for  any 
help  that  might  be  forthcoming. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

Nl'  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration , if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

★**★*★***•*•***★**  *•**•**■*•**  ★★*•*■******■*■★****  ***************  ******  ********* 
SATURN  - THE  ROMAN  "FATHER  TIME" 


Saturn  was  regarded  by  the  Romans  as  the 
god  of  time  and  is  sometimes  represented 
as  a decrepit  old  man,  bearded  and  holding 
a sickle,  or  reaping-hook,  called  a falx 
and  a harpa.  The  Romans  sometimes  repres- 
ented "Father  time"  with  his  infant  son  in 
his  arms,  not  too  unlike  the  modern  re- 
presentation of  father  time  and  the  baby 
new  year.  Some  coins  of  the  Republic  period  of  Rome  show  Saturn's  head 
laureated  and  bearded  with  a sickle  behind  it. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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